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Rep ertor
thtle Theatre With

| Big Ideas

O the little thealre groups, the public of

Queensland owes much; for first-class en-
tertainment ceaselessly afforded and for chancés
provided to talented amateurs. Brisbane's oldest
group—the Brisbane Repertory Theatre—has
contributed a great deal to the State's cultural
advancement, as this interesting summary of s

activities will illustrate.

tory Theatre was formed in 1925 °
stimulafion of all that 1s best m drama and the

regular produclmn of plays
of literary merit”" which the
people of Brisbane might not
otherwise have the oppor-
tunity of seemng. e

It is the oldest and
one of the most active
societies in the city. In
its 24 years Repertory
has presented over 140
plays, the performances
of which have gained
high acclaim from an
appreciative public.

Repertory was formed by

Professor Stable, Professor
af Encolish Literature at the

National Library of Australia

T he Hnsbanc "Reper-

‘for the
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of English Literature at the
University of Queensland.
He guided its destiny for
over 20 years as its presi-
dent. Professor Stable is
now a patron. T he senior
patron is Hizs Excellency the
Governor, Sir John Lave-
rack.

Entirely non- t making,
its intemstsly nremaolel? devoted
to the advancement of cujture

in the field of drama. It has
numbered am its members
for many years e Landen

Dann, an Australian playwright

and native of Brisbane, whose
nlnys have won numerous prizes

nation-wide competitions
and have been ced in
every canital city the Com-

mnamranlth Draraa havs oerm
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every canital city in the Com-
monwealth, Some have been
hroadcast by the ABC

Unfortunately, the society
does not have its own theatre,
but presents its plays in the
Albert Hall, which has comfort-
able seating accommodation for
over 600 persons and reason-
ably good acoustic properties.

Six major plays are pro-
doced each year ﬂm‘lmxl the
Repertory season—firom
March to December—and
each show plays for three
nights. A season of one-act
plays is also included in their
program.

Although they do not con-
duct a drama school in the
strict sense of the word,
the officers do give new and
ambitious members train-
ing in stagecraft and writing of
plays, and for that purpose have
monthly meetings at which the
players are instructed in one-
act plays and advanced actors
present the works of new
authors.

Junior producers are in
charge of these productions and
lectures are given from time to
time on allied subjects. Each
plav may have a decor group,
and senior producers are always
available to give advice at any
time on all points from settings
to make-up,

The library of over 350

books of plays and theatrical
a.h{ee s is available to

mem
Repertory stands firmly, be-
hind all gllhll'll activities in

the city and has done much to
assist g::untrr societies. mainly
at Ipswich, Toowoomba. Stan-
thorpe, Nambour, Rockhamp-
ton, Townsville and Mount Isa.

Whenever possible, they take
their plays to country towns
and military convalescent hos-
pitals. It is also the theatre's
policy to offer each first night
as a benefit performance for
some worthy charity. A full-
time secretary is employed and
the business of the theatre is
conducted from week to week
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conducted from week to week
an executive committee of
who act on behalf* of the
council and adhere to a policy
of furthering interest in things
of the lecitimate stage
Repertory is currently
:.ud: About N tllh.!:;r . ‘Hlllﬂl
0 AR
Daphne Roemermann will

wee at the Albert Hall

or a sSeason commencing
July 20.

The cast includes such well-

- names as Coila Mec-

Cracken, Blair Hefferan, Alan

Defiby, Joseph Holt and Enid

Elliott (the brilliant blind Bris-

bane actress). The costumes

are being made by the theatre's

wardrobe group under the
su of Mrs. Dion
;'me!ﬁ

Muriel Burton who, as secrelary
of the Brishane Repert ory
Theatre, provides “Truth
readers with these interesting facls
about another of DBrisbane's
Little T heatre groups.

F | T TTERL TP

Lt L T
P e g,

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article203219682



